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Monograph on Hunting Techniques on ‘Waterland’:
An Essay on the “Folk-knowledge” of Minor Subsistence

about Snaring of Waterfowl, and the Integration of Society

Suca Yutaka

Hunting of waterfowl has been underestimated as a familiar matter in the field of
hunting-studies because the habitats of waterfowl were flatlands bordering on agricul-
tural districts. The activity has not been seen as having an important place in Japanese
cultural history. Further, when we look deeper into the field of this subsistence, it was
just described as “side business” and the “folk-knowledge” basically obtained from rich
nature surrounding them las been overlooked. When we consider the human beings
referred to in the question “How have human beings got their living?”, it is not
appropriate to refer to the part of their subsistence as “side business” simply and
easily. The name of “side business” is often given to humble and inferior “business”
compared with “main business” which is of high economic importance. Such a description
will be estimated as an “insignificant” and “minor” task, with the result that it gets
ignored. Bird-hunting study is a subject which has been dismissed to the margin with
these very words “side business”, where no development can be expected, and underes-
timation will continue.

In this paper, I aim at identifying the mass of all the techniques and knowledge about
waterfowl-hunting at the waterside, which is on the edge of disappearance.

When I consider this mass, I can divide it into three sub-classes of “folk-knowledge”.
The first layer of the “folk-knowledge” inciudes ecological knowledge about behaviors
and habits of waterfowl as living things. Secondly, there is men’s knowledge and devices
for getting close to the waterfowl in order to catch the game. This could be seen as
including the previous knowledge. Thirdly, there is the knowledge of techniques related
to the relevant human society and its economic matters concerning the waterfowls.
This knowledge looks quite general, but is not independent of the technology found in
the second layer. In this layer are found the community rules about hunting methods
and hunting areas, and the knowledge and techniques regarding the use (eating and
gifting, dealing) of waterfowl as a product. In fact, these areas of knowledge and
techniques must have included the subject of waterfowl in other ways at various levels.
Because, even if it were “side business”, the concern of the people and their ability to
collect knowledge wouldn’t be weakened. In this paper, I change the name of the hunt-
ing of birds and animals in flatland which was with difficulty accepted by the existing
hunting-studies of folklore study, from “side business” to “minor subsistence”. And I
point out that there is a lot of valuable historical knowledge about techniques existing

there, and so 1 come closer to the real picture. Moreover, | aim at a detailed and
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correct estimation of the real conditions of social and economical significance regarding

the activities of which we have tended to take little account as “side business”.
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