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resulting in the transformation of ethnic identity and integration into the mainstream social order.
Key words: interaction between etiquette and customs; kinship practice; multi-lineage ancestral halls; upper

Han River; the Ming and Qing dynasties

Arguments against Copyright Protection for Folk Literature and Art Works SHI Aidong
Copyright protection for folk literature and art works is an ongoing controversial topic, originated from the
intellectual property rights game between developing and developed countries. There are huge political risks for
China to take the lead in implementing this protection. First, the protection for folk literature and art in the
international community is based on the premise of recognizing the disadvantaged ethnic groups and cultural
discrimination, which is not in line with China’s realities, the ethnic policy, and Constitution of China. Second,
the protection of folk literature and art is not applicable to multi-ethnic countries, and the protection measures
originated from international struggle will cause serious damages to China’s ethnic relations. Third. the
copyright law is territorial, which is only meaningful on the basis of synchronized legislation of all member
states. Fourth, folk literature and art belong to the public domain, and once they are protected as private
property, they will undermine the principle of social fairness and harm the interests of the public. At present,
the focus of the World Intellectual Property Organization on the protection of folk literature and art is
concentrated on preventing misuse and distortion, etc. If China insists on implementing law protection for folk
literature and art, it is recommended to focus on the protection of spiritual rights, and not to make provisions for
economic rights for the time being.
Key words: Intergovernmental Committee; traditional cultural expressions; ethnic relations; international

politics; Copyright Law

Establishing a New Paradigm for Oral Traditional Research in China: The Poetics of Communication as a Case
ZHU Gang
As a theoretical model rooted in living oral traditions of China, the poetics of communication aims at
renewing the methodology of verbal art of humanity: On the one hand, it accords with the paradigm-shift of the
contemporary folkloristic methodology extended by the linguistic turn happened worldwide in humanities and
social sciences in the 20th Century; On the other hand, drawing on theoretical advancement of speech studies in
linguistics, it introduces the dimension of communication into oral poetics and extends the existing synthetical
research approach in folkloristics toward verbal art. Based on this conceptual renewal, through ethnographic and
comparative studies on living oral traditions in West China, the cross-disciplinary gaps between verbal art as
communication and communication as poetics, are further complimented and extended both in theory and in practice.

Key words: poetics of communication; verbal art; folkloristics; linguistics; comparative studies

Practical Folkloristic Deductions about “What the Common People Desire” HU Xiaohui
Liu Xi, a scholar of the Eastern Han Dynasty, said in the Shi Ming ., “Custom is desires, namely what the

“what the common people

common people desire.” Starting from the fundamental attribute of folklore as
desire”, a key step is constituted in the methodological shift of practical folkloristics from knowledge to practice.
In other words. the basic methodological questions such as the reasons for proposing practical folkloristics and
why, what, for whom, and who is writing about folklore, can be deduced from the nature and origin of “what
the common people desire”.

Key words: what the common people desire; practical folkloristics; deductions

A Dialogue on “Fieldwork with Warmth” between Two Folklorists
ZHANG Shishan, [Japan]SUGA Yutaka, translated by LU Weiwei. compiled by CHEN Hangxun
The “fieldwork with warmth” model is an academic concept proposed by Zhang Shishan in his academic
dialogue with Suga Yutaka in 2019. Since then, Chinese folklore scholars have organized a great number of
academic activities to explore extensively the fields and scopes involved in the concept. However, this concept

itself has not yet been substantially researched as due. In their recent academic dialogues, the two researchers
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combined their respective fieldwork practices and relevant research to further probe into the fieldwork concept,
definition, relationship, methodology and technical approaches that may involve the “warmth”. Different from
the principle of “sober observation and scientific recording” emphasized by the traditional fieldwork, the
“fieldwork with warmth” model advocates “in-depth fieldwork with cultural empathy”, focusing on the
emotional interaction, cultural exchange, reality co-building between the researcher and local subjects under
study. and other social phenomena, with certain innovative implications. Although the “fieldwork with warmth”
model still has its own academic limitations, the related fieldwork practice and theological exploration may not
only promote the reflection on fieldwork and research, but also help promote the diversified development of the
academic evaluation system in the disciplines of humanities and social sciences.

Key words: fieldwork with warmth; fieldwork; cultural empathy; plum boxing; bullfighting

Research History of Folkloric Art Theory in Japan: A Review and Prospect Based on the Perspective of Vernacular Art
[ Japan]SUGA Yutaka, translated by WU Menggian, proofread by CHEN Hangxun
The study of art in folkloristics in Japan today is largely stagnant. However, the stagnation of folkloric art
research in Japan today reflects only the current situation. In fact, during the 1910s to 1930s, a remarkably
diverse range of folkloric art theories were actively discussed. The multifarious art theories including Yamamoto
Kanae’s “Peasant-art movement”, Yanagi Soetsu’s “Mingei movement”, “folk art theory” by Yanagita Kunio
and Takenouchi Katsutaro and others, Wajiro Kon's “Modernology (kogengaku)”, Yanagita Kunio’s art theory,
and Tsurumi Shunsuke’s “Marginal-art theory”, which is hard to imagine nowadays. While these art theories
emerged independently, they shared a common interest in art situated away from the mainstream, which is also

‘

referred to as “vernacular art”. This article examines the burgeoning concept of vernacular, which is now
creating a new dimension in folkloristics. Moreover, this analysis scrutinizes Japan’s folkloric art theory from
the perspective of vernacular art that applies to art, and ultimately, envisions a new folkloristic art theory. The
lens of vernacular art is conducive to identifying art that emerges not from authority, formality, orthodoxy, or
mainstream prominence but from ordinary people that emerges at a distance from these areas. It is also very
effective in that it brings into the field of study not only tradition but also the creative activities of ordinary people
living in the “here and now” that are not bound by “tradition”. Hence, vernacular art greatly contributes to
expanding the research field and research targets of contemporary folkloristics and artistic anthropology.

Key words: vernacular art; ordinary people; tiny existence; Modernology; Yanagita Kunio

Vernacular and Japanese Folklore: An Attempt to Narrate the Contemporary Academy History
[ JapanSHIMAMURA Takanori. translated by ZHOU Dan
“Vernacular”, an important concept of English folklore theory, has been surged to the Japanese folklore
studies lately. It has contributed to the renewal of general folklore theory. During the process, I have begun to
redefine “folkloristics and” “folklore” from the aspect of counter-hegemony and counter-enlightenment. It is not
as a direct mechanical application of “vernacular”, but rather a theoretical attempt rooted in Japanese own
reality. Combining contemporary academic history and personal practical experience, the embedding of the
vernacular concept can promote a deeper interpretation of the renewal of the Japanese folklore discipline and
attempts at internal theoretical construction.

Key words: vernacular; counter-hegemony; counter-enlightenment; contemporary academic history

A Micro Social Historical Study of the Inheritance of Dragon Boat Customs during the

Dragon Boat Festival in Pantang Wuyue, Guangzhou: An Attempt to Study

Traditional Festivals in the Context of Urbanization PENG Weiwen

The Dragon Boat Festival customs of Pantang Wuyue in Guangzhou are well-preserved, vibrant, and still
retain great spontaneity under a completely urbanized environment. This is closely related to the traditional
social structure and action logic of the inheritance subject. As a geographical community with different
surnames, the superior geographical conditions, the exquisite resource development and management system,

the tradition of high autonomy and the traditional mode of production and lifestyle formed around the



