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Abstract; After transmission into different regions, the institutions of World

Heritage and ICH established by UNESCO, along with embedded ideas, may
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experience a process of re-interpretation and re-creation into unexpected
practices. With this in mind, this paper focuses on one of Japan’s nationally
designated Important Intangible Folk Cultural Properties, the bull-fighting
practice in Niigata, to study the influence of ICH on local society, especially the
phenomenon in which the mere mention of ICH (illusional) is enough to attract
and mobilize people. Niigata bull-fighting as a traditional cultural practice has the
potential to be nominated by the Japanese government for inscription on the
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in
the future. Currently, however, no movements toward such a goal are taking

place in the communities where bull-fighting as a tradition is being transmitted.

However, the term “ICH” despite major societal unawareness of its official

definition has been accidentally introduced to local communities. As a result,
local people creatively and evolutionarily mis-interpret this term, applying it to
address community issues with no direct relation to ICH safeguarding. Exposed to
the term “ICH,” familiar and quotidian cultural practices in the local context
could dramatically become strange and extraordinary. The institution of ICH has

the power of defamiliarization.

Keywords; ICH, Illusionalization, Idolization, Defamiliarization, Bull-fighting
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