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International Workshop
White Hijab movement.in Iran:and its gendered implications: A new
relationship between Social Media and Social Movement
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Lecturer: Gi Yeon, Koo
(Senior Research Fellow, West Asia Center, Seoul National University)
“Defying the State by Wearing White Hijab: Iranian Women's Social Movement through Social Media”

Discussant: MOTOYAMA, Hisako (Ochanomizu University)

Dates and time: March, 2nd. 2018 (Fri) 5 pm ~ 7:00 pm
Venue: Main Conference Room (3rd floor), Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, The University of Tokyo
Language: English, No Japanese translation available
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The objective of this research is to explore the development of digital social and social movements at the local level through Iranian
women’s engagement with social media. In this presentation, | delve into the cultural and social background of a Facebook page named
“My Stealthy Freedom” and the practices of “cyber feminism” in Iran through an anthropological perspective. This online movement finds
its value in that it has become a new platform for the women to raise their voices in public online sphere about their human right and
freedom. An online campaign called “White Wednesday” on the Facebook page, “My Stealthy Freedom” is recently gaining momentum as a
new social movement in Iran. Iranian women have been posting pictures and videos of themselves wearing white headscarves or pieces of
white clothing as symbols of protest every Wednesday.

This presentation will take an anthropological approach to analyze the online and offline discourses surrounding Iran’s hijab rules and
examine how Iran’s compulsory hijab wearing issue is becoming the new symbol of resistance and defiance in Iran and triggering political
controversies. In addition, the presentation will focus on how Iranian women standing against mandatory hijab is associated with social
movements in Iran.
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We also encourage you to notify your willingness to attend the symposium in advance so that we can prepare for you better.
islam_gender@ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp
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