GLOBAL SOCIAL THEORY
IN THE MUSLIM WORLD
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Abstract/£ 5 :

People, ideas and technology seem to circulate with increasing speed and across longer distances in
the twenty-first century. Although globalization is often cited in attempts to make intelligible the sen-
se of ever-closer proximity between different cultures and societies, this account reflects a Eurocentric
model of diffusion from a Western core to non-Western peripheries. This workshop seeks to decentre
this tunnel vision prevalent in much of contemporary social theory that ignores the role of agency and
change in the Muslim world. A global social theory that draws upon the insights of Jack Goody, Sanjay
Subrahmanyam and James Blaut can reveal the interconnections within the Muslim world and with
other regions in the travel of people, ideas and practices.
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Mohammed Moussa is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science and Inter-
national Relations at Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University. He was previously a Postdoctoral Research
Fellow at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. Mohammed completed his doctorate at the University of
Exeter. His publications include a monograph on the political thought of Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali
(2015) and articles in Journal of North African Studies, Journal of Arab & Muslim Media Research and
Annals of Japan Association for Middle East Studies.
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