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The 9th Online Book Talk (Sugimori Dokusho-Kai) was held on Friday, May 21, 2
021. A recent book by Dr Satoshi ADACHI from Kindai University, titled Identity T
heory of Reflexive Modernity: Second-Generation British Muslims in a Post-9/11 Wor
1d, published by Koyo Shobou, 418 pages ([THIRHERDT A T v 7 4 7 4 §fi—HF A b
9-11 Bficks I 24 XV DR L 2V L—]) ,was the assigned reading. Th
e session began with the author, Dr ADACHI, giving an overview of his book. It was

followed by Dr Junko TORIYAMA from Ritsumeikan University sharing her thoughts
on the book and leading a stimulating discussion.

Based on the narratives shared by a large pool of interviewees, Dr ADACHI explai
ned the dynamism with which "Muslim/Muslima" in the British society confront the d
iscourse of Islamophobia and try to reconstruct the idea of being a British Muslim.

Attendees actively participated in discussions around how to analyze and interpret t
he narratives of the interviewees, Islamic knowledge, and ways of acquiring it.

In the age of globalization, cultural backgrounds are becoming more diverse worldw
ide. Recent discourses perceive Islam in an essentialist way, labelling it as an "other"
which is incompatible with "us." It is important to break away from such an essentiali
st understanding and focus on how "Muslim/Muslima," have reconstructed their Musli
m identity in contemporary British society to deal with Islam itself. Dr ADACHI's ins
ights based on the concept of "Reflexive Modernity," are not only important for unde
rstanding the dynamism of "Muslim/Muslima," but also the way we look at "others/ot

hers’ cultures."
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