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The Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia (IASA), founded in 1941, has, for a long time, been
an outstanding scholarly institution. As of 2021, it includes a staff of 37 permanent and 28
impermanent members attached to six departments: Pan Asian Studies, East Asian Studies (1&2),
South Asian Studies, West Asian Studies, Pioneering Asian Studies, as well as a newly founded
Research and Information Center for Asian Studies. The IASA library houses about 700,000
volumes, including rare books and manuscripts. Throughout the world, there are very few
institutions that compare to the IASA in its unique structure and scope.

In the Third Mid-range Target Period (2016—2021), to be evaluated in this report, the institute
has set itself new and ambitious goals, aiming for significant further growth and transformation.
This evaluation aims to assess the Institute’s alignment with its established goals, of its
implemented activities, scholarly outputs, international visibility, and overall academic quality,

based on its general activity report (GBI 5 ).

Goals
The Institute established a clear set of objectives aligned with the broader goals of Tokyo
University, focusing on enhancing educational quality, fostering cutting-edge research, and
contributing to societal development. The goals for this period included:
1. Pursuit of research excellence: high-level research in the humanities and social sciences
related to Asia, aiming to generate innovative knowledge and foster interdisciplinary collabo-
ration.
2. Global competitiveness: maintenance and enhancement of international research com-
petitiveness through adequate faculty allocation and budgetary provisions.
3. Creation of a new model for Asian Studies: Positioning the Institute as a leading knowledge
hub with a focus on global perspectives in its curricular and research offerings.
4. Contribution to society: Effective engagement with society in order to contribute positively
to societal development and react to contemporary global challenges.
5. Training young researchers: Foster an environment that encourages new generations of

scholars capable of engaging with and contributing to the global academic community.
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Activities

The above goals have been pursued through a wide and multifaceted range of activities

undertaken during the period in question. Key initiatives included:
1. International Collaborative Projects: The Institute expanded its network of collaboration
with renowned research institutions worldwide, continuing partnerships and sponsoring nine
international projects that emphasized diverse methodologies and multi-perspective
approaches. Notably, the establishment of the East Asian Academy for New Liberal Arts
(EAA) stood out as a significant venture: it is joint institution between Tokyo and Peking
Universities, also collaborating with Australian National University, Seoul National University,
New York University and the University of Bonn to promote interdisciplinary research and
education.
2. Enhancing Research Infrastructure: With a strong commitment to advancing library services,
the Institute took critical steps to integrate its library systems with the newly established Asia
Research Library. This initiative led to improved access to rare academic texts and the
digitization of essential resources, significantly enhancing the research environment for both
faculty and students.
3. Publication Initiatives: The Institute placed great emphasis on the dissemination of research
outcomes through prominent academic publications. Noteworthy advancements included the
continued success of the International Journal of Asian Studies (1JAS) and the launch of the
University of Tokyo Studies on Asia (UTSA), which focused on open-access methodologies.
These initiatives have made available groundbreaking research to a wider audience, enhancing
the Institute’s reputation as a leading center for Asian studies.
4. Societal Engagement: The Institute leveraged partnerships with corporate and academic
entities to foster initiatives that emphasized societal contributions. The collaboration with
Daikin Industries on projects emphasizing environmental sustainability exemplified the
Institute’s commitment to translating academic research into real-world applications.
5. Educational Engagements: Numerous educational activities—including summer schools
and winter schools—were organized to get graduate students in contact with leading scholars

and international research.
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Scholarly Achievements
The scholarly output of the Institute during this period was substantial both in quantity and quality.
The research output amounted to a total of 676 Research Works, including 120 books, 479 journal
papers, and various other formats (in addition to the two journals mentioned above). This
translates to an average of 4.36 pieces per faculty member per year, indicative of a highly
productive research environment.

Awards and Recognitions: Faculty members received numerous prestigious awards, further
validating the Institute’s academic standing. These awards range from the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science Prize to various international research awards, highlighting the critical

impact of the Institute’s contributions to Asian studies.

International Visibility

The Institute significantly heightened its international visibility during the period under
evaluation. The publication of journals and books in multiple languages has certainly increased
the Institute’s reach, disseminating research findings globally. The report gives the figure of 183
foreign-language publications and translations: a significant number which demonstrates the
Institute’s dedication to engaging with global scholarship.

Furthermore, several international collaborative projects expanded the institute’s network and
enhanced its reputation as a research hub within the Asian academic community: the universities
of Beijing, Shanghai (Fudan), Princeton, Cairo, Bonn, Naples, Taibei, and others make for an
impressive list of partners. Such prominent partnerships as well as engagements with researchers
from around the world have been crucial in positioning the Institute as a leader in generating
cutting-edge knowledge in Asian studies. For the future, it might suit the IASA well to expand its
partnerships with institutes of a similar structure, including the SOAS in London, and the Asien-
Afrika-Institut in Hamburg.

Many international symposiums, conferences, and other academic events hosted by the
institute attracted leading scholars. Such events, while facilitating the exchange of ideas and
methodologies, contributed further to scholarly cooperation in contemporary Asian studies.

The commitment to digitalizing research materials and making them available online has
further enhanced access to Asian research resources, broadening visibility and impact in the

academic community.
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Academic Quality
I am not in a position to judge the quality of academic output produced by the institute, given the
breadth of disciplines and topics covered. However, several factors are apparent that certainly
contribute to high academic standards. These include:
1. Diverse Research Approaches: Combining perspectives from various disciplines allowed
members of the institute to tackle complex issues related to Asia innovatively. Such
interdisciplinary approaches certainly enrich the research quality.
2. Peer Review Processes: The implementation of thorough peer-review processes for
publications ensured that only high-quality research was disseminated. The engagement of
advisory boards and editorial teams with international scholars further ensured that published
works met global academic standards.
3. Mentorship and Support for Young Scholars: The mentoring provided to younger
researchers through structured programs facilitated scholarly development and encouraged
high-quality research outputs.
4. Recognition of Scholarly Excellence: The awards and recognitions received by faculty
members signify the quality of research being produced. Furthermore, these accolades not only
enhance the reputation of individual scholars but also reflect positively on the Institute as a
whole.
5. Connection between projects and individual research. While many publications of TASA
members naturally reflect individual research interests, articles such as Sato Jin & Sonoda
Shigeto on “Asian Studies “Inside-Out”: A Research Agenda for the Development of Global
Asian Studies” (2021) indicate how fruitful the alignment of individual research with the
overall goals of the institute may be. To make such scholarship possible is among the most

remarkable achievements of the IASA, and it should remain a high priority in the future.

Overall Assessment

Studying the meticulous documentation of the IASA’s goals and achievements during the third
mid-range target period (2016-2021), one cannot fail to be impressed. It is well to remember that
this was an extremely difficult period, including two years of pandemic that adversely affected
scholarship around the globe. The IASA has shown great resilience throughout this period, not
shrinking or closing down as other institutions in the field, but actually expanding. It has reacted

to the adverse circumstances with the organization of online workshops and other measures. In
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this context, the digitization of rare books and other essential resources, supported by the
integration of the institute’s library with the newly established Asia Research Library, was a very
timely measure, indeed.

The goals outlined in the report — research excellence, global competitiveness, creation of
a model for Asian Studies, contribution to society, and training of young researchers — have been
achieved in an impressive manner. The academic output of the IASA is awe-inspiring. Compared
to the productivity of comparable institutes (one of which the present author happens to work in),
an average of more than four publications per year is outstanding. While this, in itself, does not
say anything about the quality of this research, the measures taken to ensure academic excellence
(including international editorial boards, one of which the present author happens to be part of)
are certainly rigorous; and the awards received by members of the institutes speak for themselves.

The number of workshops, summer schools, talks etc. listed in the appendices to the report
— especially those by the EAA, which regularly hosts several events per week — is equally
impressive. Nor are these low-profile events limited to the own staff. Many of them feature
renowned scholars from Europe, the USA, China etc. This is a clear indication of the international
impact and visibility of the IASA, as is the number of visiting researchers, which has grown from
an average of 84 to 95 per year between 2016 and 2021.

Evidently, the IASA has succeeded in creating a unique environment that promotes ex-
cellence in research and education. Moreover, it not only contributes to academic discourse but
also addresses real-world societal challenges: the “Valuation of Air Vision” project with Daikin
Industries is just one example of engagements that reach beyond the confines of scholarship.
Efforts made for gender equality, while grappling with the same problems encountered in
academic institutes around the globe, have certainly been commendable.

The IASA is extremely well connected, it draws students and researchers from all over the
globe and its publications are received throughout the academic world. With its excellent library
service and the digitization project, the IASA has further contributed to removing barriers to
research. In short, The IASA has established itself as a premier center for the study of Asia in a
global context. And it is set to move on to new frontiers: new research models, such as Global

Asian Studies (GAS) promise an even more impactful future for the Institute and its scholars.

AerVed

Prof. Dr. Kai Vogelsang
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The Institute for Advanced Studies of Asia (IASA) has long been one of Japan’s most
distinguished research organizations. Researchers at the Institute have been leaders in a wide
range of disciplinary fields, and the Institute’s research library attracts visitors from all over the
world. A rich menu of research talks and seminars, some by IASA researchers and others by
visiting scholars and distinguished research collaborators from the global academic community
attract audiences of experts from around the world, and scholars affiliated with the Institute have
published many books, academic articles, research guides, and other materials. This short review
of the activities of IASA and its scholars between the 2016 and 2021 academic years can in no
way cover the full range of the Institute’s activities—nor am I qualified to comment on the
activities and research output of scholars in so many different fields. Rather I would like to focus
comments on two aspects of the Institute’s activities: first, a new understanding of the IASA’s
mission that has developed during recent years, and second, efforts at dissemination of the new
knowledge created by scholars at the Institute.

While leaders of the IASA have regularly reflected on its mission, readjusting to meet new
research paradigms and changing conditions in the global academic community, there is no
question that the Covid pandemic, beginning in early 2020, forced researchers and research
organizations to rethink and rearrange activities. Two articles in the International Journal of Asian
Studies (hereafter IJAS), which is edited by scholars at the Institute and published by Cambridge
University Press, present reflections on IASA’s changing mission. The first of those articles, by
Prof. Sato Jin in 2020 took up the issue of “Research from a Distance,” looking at the impact of
travel restrictions on Asian studies, a field that had previously made extensive use of fieldwork.
Professor Sato described the rediscovery of the importance of desk research, and the development
of other research methods making use of digital resources and analysis of online materials as

alternative methods.
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The second of the articles laid out the agenda that IASA has developed over the course of
the period under review. Several programs are key to that agenda. The first was the development,
beginning from 2014, of programs under the theme of Global Japanese Studies. With support of
the Japan Foundation, and partnership with universities in various Asian countries, researchers at
IASA developed programs that looked at the development of Japanese studies in various Asian
countries, bringing students for special summer programs to Japan, and sponsoring short-term
visits by scholars, a lecture series, and symposia. At the end of the review period, beginning with
the 2022 academic year, the program has broadened and is now framed as Global Asian Studies.

One of the most interesting elements of that new agenda is the stress on developing Asian
studies with a focus on Asia as seen by those in Asia. This position represents an important
reflection on the earlier history of area studies. It is generally agreed that the modern field of “area
studies” is a product of the post-war world, built by those in Europe and America who invested
resources in constructing area studies centers, providing training for a new generation of scholars
who would be experts in specific countries, mastering the language of the country they studied
and gaining general knowledge about that country in a wide-range of fields. If we look back at
the history of IASA, in the early years it was in some senses built on the “area studies” model. In
that formulation, Japan was not included in “Asia”. (I would note that in a US or UK
understanding of “Asian Studies”, Japan has always been treated as part of Asia). In the early
years of IASA, most of the research was on China, but overtime the focus was enlarged to include
studies on Korea, Southeast Asia, South Asia, Western Asia and the Middle East. The area specific
research divisions of IASA reflect this earlier organization of research focused on specific
regional areas by experts who have mastered the languages and conducted intensive research from
the perspective of various humanities and social science fields.

The shift away from that model began some years ago as several generations of researchers
began to develop work looking at maritime Asia and the links between Japan and the various
Asian regions. Over several decades researchers at IASA have played central roles in the
international development of the new fields of maritime history and global history. The IASA’s
focus on “global Japanese studies” and now on “global Asian studies” are recognition of the

importance of looking at Japan as part of Asia. In developing these new approaches, IASA
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researchers have worked closely with scholars in other parts of Asia, and [ASA has come to
actively develop programs to support this new approach.

Let me now turn to the Institute’s efforts to globalize its research agenda and make the
results of its research known in the global academic world. For too long, as Profs. Sato and Sonoda
argue in their essay on “inside out”, the world of Asian studies was dominated by experts from
the “Western” world, whose analytical approaches derived from comparison with models based
on the experience of their own countries and regions. In recent years, scholars at IASA have been
involved in rethinking this research paradigm, working closely with scholars in other Asian
countries. I would like here to briefly look at two of the projects associated with this new approach.
The first, the Global History Consortium, was based on a collaboration between IASA with the
Free University of Berlin, Humbolt University (Berlin), the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales in Paris, and Princeton University in the US. The collaboration ran programs between
2016-2018, rotating responsibility for a series of seminars.

The second project is the East Asian Academy for New Liberal Arts (EAA). This initiative
draws on IASA researchers’ strengths in the fields of early history, philosophy, culture, and the
arts to create a liberal arts program unlike the classic UK and US versions of liberal arts which
have been dominated by the study of Western classics, starting with the Greeks and moving
through the renaissance and enlightenment thinkers. If liberal arts education is to take root in
Japan and Asia, there is a clear need for initiatives like the EAA to create a global curriculum that
encompasses Asian classics as well as giving some attention to classics of the western world.

Both projects drew on the strengths of the IASA’s research staff and have made important
contributions to the creation of new approaches to Asian Studies. However, in the case of GHC,
the retirement of Prof. Haneda Masashi, one of the pioneers in Japan in the field of Global History,
and the end of the grant that supported the program, seem to have ended what was a very fruitful
collaboration. In the case of EAA, it seems that funding has been found to continue, but one
wonders how long IASA will be able to sustain EAA activities. These two projects are examples
of the positive impact of IASA based research projects, but also of the hazards of funding
arrangements that depend on term-limited research grants to fund major initiatives. One of the

questions for the future is how to sustain significant research and educational projects within this
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funding system. The creation by the present director, Nakajima Takahiro, of a fund to support
activities decided by the Institute is a very positive step forward.

I would now like to turn briefly to consider IASA’s effort to disseminate research
findings. IASA has played a major role in presenting the research knowledge created by its own
staff, and scholars at many other Asian institutions, to the international academic community. One
of the most important steps in this effort was the establishment in 2004 of an English-medium
journal, the International Journal of Asian Studies. Prof. Hamashita Takeshi, founding editor of

the journal, described the journal’s mission in the first issue:

The International Journal of Asian Studies is being published as a journal for international
cross-regional and interdisciplinary discussion and communication in Asian Studies,
primarily in the social sciences and humanities. It will also act as a “forum” to discuss and
exchange ideas, methodologies, disciplines, and research materials on Asian studies. In
particular, it hopes to focus attention on the work of Asian scholars, some of it translated
from Asian languages, in an attempt to encourage multi-directional scholarly

communication among scholars working in Asian studies. (IJAS, vol.1 (2004))

I was a member of the editorial board in the early years, and I know from personal experience
that although the journal editors wanted to include the work of Asian scholars working in Asia,
finding sufficient material was very difficult, and as a result the journal often became simply
another international journal carrying the work of scholars based in the West who studied Asia.
One of the most dramatic and positive changes in the third period now under review can be
seen in a reading of the articles that appeared in the IJAS between 20162021 (and years since
then). Articles by Asian scholars based in Asia now form a dominant portion of the materials in
the journal. This transformation did not happen without a great deal of effort on the part of the
editors of the journal and of the IASA. The institute’s hiring, beginning in 2019, of a foreign
scholar with professional editorial experience to aid the journal, as well as to assist scholars in
developing and publishing English language manuscripts, has contributed greatly to the ability of
researchers to get their articles and books published in English. In recent years IASA, as part of

its program in Global Japanese Studies, has also run writing workshops and offered other forms
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of assistance, especially to junior scholars. From 2024 the IJAS became fully open access, a
development that will allow scholars all over the world, regardless of their own or their
institution’s financial resources, to learn from research published in the journal.

Although I have touched only on publication for a global audience in English, the Institute
and its researchers have published an enormous volume of research in Japanese and other
languages. While most of the articles and books are targeted at academic audiences, many of the
researchers have also published books and articles for more general audiences. The efforts to
reach multiple audiences, both international and domestic, is one of the great accomplishments of
the IASA in recent years and has firmly contributed to its ongoing importance as one of the

world’s leading research institutes on Asia.

Summary: If we compare the progress at the Institute in the period under consideration with the
goals set out by the Institute, we can clearly see that the Institute and its researchers have made
significant efforts to meet those goals. The Institute has created important research networks with
scholars in Asia and Europe-America that have played an important role in strengthening the
Institute’s position as a research hub for studies of Asia. Individual scholars and research groups
within the Institute have produced important articles and books and have brought scholars from
many countries together to work on problems of common interest. The project for the East Asian
Academy for Liberal Arts is developing a curriculum for a more inclusive liberal arts curriculum
that incorporates on equal standing the intellectual traditions of Asia. All of these activities are in

line with the goals set out, and have been successfully met.

Concerns for the Present and Future
(1) One of the ongoing concerns, made very clear in the discussions between the external
review committee members and the representatives of IASA, is how the IASA members
can find a balance between long term individual research interests and the demands for
collective work that come out of the current funding system for academic research in
Japan. The administrative burden placed on individual researchers to repeatedly apply for
and administer research grants, the heavy demands to organize seminars, symposia, and

other special events, and at the same time to teach graduate students and pursue individual
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research and publishing agendas is exhausting. It would also seem that a significant
portion of the paperwork involved is undertaken by younger researchers who are hired in
non-permanent positions as project appointees, positions that end when the specific
research grant comes to an end. This problem is not, of course, peculiar to IASA but is a
problem shared by all of Japanese academia.

A second concern is how to sustain programs that were initially undertaken as part of
term-limited research grants. Some joint research projects undertaken by scholars at the
institute can be effectively completed within the space of a three-year or five-year
research grant, but others—especially those designed to create networks linking scholars
at JASA with scholars internationally—are of greater value if they create networks that
continue to nurture research over a long-time span. While the project for Japan Global
Studies—now Asian Global Studies—so far has continuing funding, it seems that the
Global History Consortium project came to an end with the end of term-limited funding.
This funding problem is not just specific to research projects, but also a problem for the
updating and maintenance of the infrastructure that sustains the various databases that
have been created by the IASA. As Prof. Masuya noted in our discussion, it is relatively
easy to find research grants for the creation of new databases—it is almost impossible to
find grants for maintenance. With the rapid changes in digital technology, this is a
problem that is going to impact much of the wonderful work that IASA scholars have
done in designing and making available research databases in a wide range of fields. One
solution to this funding problem is the IASA endowment fund established with the
encouragement of the current Director, Prof. Nakajima Takahiro. Donations to this fund
can be used at the discretion of the Institute and should give the IASA the resources it
needs to sustain valuable networks once the term-limited funding has expired. The next
task is to find sponsors who will understand the situation and donate to the fund, rather
than designating their donations for specific purposes. If the fund grows, IASA will be in
a much better position to support and sustain important projects that research groups in
the IASA have developed.

A third concern is related to the discussion about the preservation of the records of

fieldwork by members of the IASA. Many of the researchers at IASA have extensive
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experience in fieldwork, but at present there is no systematic effort to archive the research
records. We can see how important such records may be if we reflect on some of the early
projects at Tobunken. Niida Noboru and his colleagues in the 1950s invested time and
effort in publishing the records of their wartime fieldwork in rural North China, producing
seven volumes that presented the “raw” interview data in Q&A style. Those records have
been the basis for multiple studies of rural North China society by scholars in Japan, the
US, Europe, Korea and in more recent years also in China. Contemporary researchers at
IASA have conducted valuable research and published analytical articles and books based
on their fieldwork, experiences, but there is no system for preserving the original
fieldwork records. We do not know how the materials collected by contemporary scholars
will be used by later generations; moreover, individual scholars and research groups
cannot be compelled to archive their materials for future use. However, IASA can make
an important contribution by considering how to archive such materials and offering a

platform to those who opt to donate such records for future use.
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