<Tobunken/ASNET Seminar>

Invisible women

Social relations and power in 18th century Canton

Canton was throughout the 18th century an important center for global trade.
According to Chinese law, no foreign women could enter Canton, and the foreign
traders were not allowed to met Chinese women. Thus the quarters were described as

exclusively male. However, studying 18th century Chinese and foreign sources

it becomes apparent that the women of Canton were not only

present, but active in intercultural contact. Women, and the
ideas of women, were used by the Chinese officials to control
the foreigners. Consequently, women and the relations to them
became important for the foreigners in turn. By bringing out

the invisible women of this history, we get a new picture of

everyday life and power struggles in 18th century Canton.

& Date  : December 4 (Thu), 17:00-18:00

& Speaker : Lisa Hellman (Visiting Scholar, IASA)
Comment by Junko Toriyama (Project Researcher, IASA)

@ \enue : Lobby, Ground floor, Tobunken

* The presentation will be in English.

Tobunken/ASNET Seminar

IASA (Tobunken) and ASNET organize collaborated seminars on Thursdays. It is open to the
public. Please visit us at http://www.asnet.u-tokyo.ac.jp/
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