{Tobunken/ASNET Seminar>

The Formation and Evolution of The
Title “The Four Scholars of Wuzhong”
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The History of Ming wrote that Tang Yin (FE&), Zhu Yunming (fR SLBH), Wen
Zhengming (X1 BH) and Xu Zhenging (fR%8J#) were called “The Four
Scholars of Wuzhong” (2 H P9 ¥ ) in the middle period of the Ming Dynasty.
Through a thorough study on primary history materials, we find it not true.
The title is actually created by Qian Qianyi (£25#%), who tried to advocate his
literary views by doing so. In folk tales the four scholars are Tang, Zhu, Wen
and Zhou Wenbin (B3 &), mainly because Xu Zhenqing’s life experience is
not familiar to ordinary people. Zhou Wenbin doesn’t represent Qiu Ying ({1
) or Shen Zhou (L J&). He is more likely to be a fictional character.
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& Speaker : Hongfei Gao (Visiting Fellow, IASA, The University of Tokyo)
Comment by Yasushi Oki (Professor, IASA, The University of Tokyo)
&€ Venue :Lobby, Ground floor, Tobunken

* The presentation will be in Chinese.
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