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Les Résumés

A Revision of the Dependency Theory in the Historiography
of 19th Century Latin America
—the consolidation of an autonomous politico—economic system in

19th Century Paraguay—
Hisatoshi 'TAJIMA

Dependency theorists until now have alleged that Latin America,af-
ter being discovered by Europe in the 15th Century, became dependent
on it and constituted its Periphery; first on colonialist Spain and Portu-
gal and later on the cconomies of capitalist States, then in expansion on
a world scale.

This strict structural—deterministic conception of the relationship
between capitalist countries of Europe (Center) and Latin America
(Periphery), which is based on the concept of unequal cconomic ex-
change between Center and Periphery, has put so much enphasis on ex-
ogenous factors that it has led to misinterpretations and misunderstan-
ding of the differences cxisting between the countries of Spanish and
Luso America. The lack of consideration by scholars towards the par-
ticular characteristics of each country of region has led to incorrect cva-
luations of its historical development, as we sce in the case of Paraguay.

The purpose of this article is, thercfore, to critically review what is
commonly termed the Dependency theory, taking into consideration en-
dogenous factors of a specific region in a defined historical momentum;
i.e., based on the history of Paraguay in the mid—19th Century.

Paraguay, after achieving its political independence from Spain in
1811, was able to create an autonomous socio—economic system. Be-
tween 1810—1840 Paraguay was able to establish the basis of this sys-
tem, which was consolidated in the period between 1841—1870. The lat-
ter period, which can be considered to have been one of original accu-
mulation of capital, is the subject of this study. Capital accumulation
orchestrated by the Paraguayan State made it possible for Paraguay to
be one of a few countries to achicve this phase of capitalist development.

This autonomous development, however, conflicted with Brazilian,
Argentine and Uruguayan interests, then in expansion in La Plata river
region. This conflict led to the war of the Triple Alliance which caused

the destruction of the Paraguayan experience in 1870.
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