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A Review of Folklore from the Standpoint of “Labor in Nature”

Suca Yutaka

YANAGITA Kunio narrowed the study of subsistence and made it less attractive in the field of
folklore. This was greatly related with the establishing situation of folklore. The same attitude
of the study was more or less succeeded by the following folklorists. However, from the end of
the 1980's to the 1990's, it has been tried to overcome the narrowness or the traditonal study
of subsistence with new viewpoints and methods. These attempls are divided into three major
categories; ecological folklore, natural history of folklore and environmental folklore,

“Ecological folklore” is advocated by NOMOTO Kan'ichi. This theory is appreciated
because it breaks the former framework of ethnography (reports of folklore), whose topics and
themes for convenience sake have been substantialized without reality and spread away as
individual fields of study. It reconstructs a framework, nature as the pivot, taking interest in mutual
relations between each phenomenon of folklore and its dynamism of continuity, thus it restores
ethnography to the state they originally should be.

“Natural history of folklore™ is proposed by SHINOHARA Toru. It is appreciated in respect
of the conversion of viewpoint; from the parent body of transmission (group), which has been
approved as a premise to the individual. The transmission has been easily connected to the deep
or inner layer of culture, or to the ethnos in the studies of folklore up to now, and it has been used
as a tool for the restoral historicism. This attempt substantially brings back the transmission to the
materials of understanding the present day.

“Environmental folklore” is put forward by TORIGOE Hiroyuki. It is valued that he puts
it into practice from the standpoint of ordinary living people, by studying methods beyond the
sphere of the folklore and free from it. It plays a role to bring folklore back to the original
state which must have had the initial idea of national administration and relief.

The current of these three approaches concerning the theory and methods has far more

propriety in quality than the one before the turn of the decade to the 1990's.
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were possible because the mountain village economy was still fairly selfsupporting, and the
existence of mizunara forest was quite important, which sustained this self:support together with
dry field farming and slash-and-burn agriculture. In other words, the wealthy classes were rich
because of the existence of kosaku and nago, and shitami was one of the means which sustained

the self-support of kosakn and nago.
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