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126 |Carved Wooden Salmon Club | Nootkafk 600 7o =1 B v ¥ —25—FD K (Arima and Dewhirst:1990), & iiA

By H-SL 0L 2% - HirEO L W



“Fishhead-Striking-Club” as a Magical Implements,
and “Fishhead-striking” as a Magic
(The 3rd volume:Honshu in Japan

Yutaka, Suga

68

In North Pacific Rim, the native peoples, the great bicontinenntal arc that
circumscribes the nothern reaches of the Pacific Ocean, occupy one of the
richest maritime environments (include river and lake) in the world. Its
varied resourses include many species of fish. The sea and river exert a strong
unifying influence on the cultures of the region.

Because the fish(especially “salmon”) of the river and sea were life
itself to the native peoples of the North Pacific Rim, customs and taboos
arose to regulate the activities connected with fish and fishing. Because the
salmon were, for the majority of the cultures of the region, the most impor-
tant of all the fish, there were more beliefs and customs about salmon than
about any other fish. These beliefs regulated the attitude of caring for the
fish, and reverence for their role in life,

In the Tohoku district (Honshu in Japan), the salmon fishermen always
had a thick wood club by their side, which was called “Ebisu-club”, and with
this they killed their catch. They did so by knocking it on its head while
saying them prayers that “EbusulEbisu!Ebisul”. The salmon fishermen in the
Tohoku district believed that salmon wanted to be offered fishermen to Ebisu
-gami (Ebisu~gami is a God or spirit,and in japanese folk belief Ebisu-gami is
worshipped as a luck-bringing deity by fishermen)

In this paper, the author examines basic form, design, and how to use of
fishhead-striking-club, points out that fishhead-striking-club is a magical

implements, and striking on salmon’s head is a magical activity.





