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“Fishhead-striking-club”’as a magical implements, and
“Fishhead-striking” as a magic (The first volume :AINU in Japan)

Yutaka, Suga
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In North Pacific Rim, the native peoples, the great bicontinental arc that
circumscribes the nothern reaches of the Pacific Ocean, occupy one of the
richest maritime environments (include river and lake) in the world. Its
varied resourses include many species of fish. The sea and river exert a strong
unifying influence on the cultures of the region.

Because the fish(especially “salmon”) of the river and sea were life itself to
the native peoples of the North Pacific Rim, customs and taboos arose to
regulate the activities connected with fish and fishing. Because the salmon
were, for the majority of the cultures of the region, the most important of all
the fish, there were more beliefs and customs about salmon than about any
other fish. These beliefs regulated the attitude of caring for the fish, and
reverence for their role in life.

In North East Japan(Hokkaido), Ainu fisherman always had a thick club of
willow or dogwood by his side, which was called “isappakikni(fishhead-
striking-club)”, and with this he killed his catch. He did so by knocking it on
its head.Ainu believed that salmon liked being struck on the head and thus
killed, and it would return later to be caught and killed again, but to be killed
any salmon with a stone or rotten wood would disturb salmon’s run(going up
stream). So they decorated on the club elaborately, and handled it carefully.
The carved design in it demonstrated that salmon had a ritual importance.

In this paper, the author examines basic form, design, and how to use of
fishhead-striking-club, points out that fishhead-striking-club is a magical

implements, and striking on salmon’s head is a magical activity.




