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Main Abstracts

Why Does Folkloristics Need Transcendental Logic HU Xiaohui

Lv Wei’s theoretical research proves that Kant’s transcendental logic not only helps us to logically diagnose
and academically criticize the misuse of reason (transboundary use), and then turn our subjective opinions into
academic propositions that can be deduced, but also makes us realize that empirical research can only regard a
human-being as a natural “object” or objective entity, which is not suitable for human-beings’ freedom. There-
fore, folkloristics not only needs transcendental logic to carry out a clear knowledge demarcation, but also
“needs a transcendental jump”, that is, only by jumping out of a limited empirical world and entering a rational
“kingdom of purpose”, can folkloristics really argue for and maintain the freedom, rights and dignity of ordinary
people by way of practical folkloristics, and become a modern discipline and a great one.

Key Words: folkloritstics; transcendental logic; transcendental experience

Metafolklore: An Organic Dynamic for Disciplinary Development ZHANG Juwen

Metafolklore is a concept that should be considered an organic dynamic for the discipline of folkloristics. This
article extends the definition of metafolklore with reference to the recent Sino-US folkloristic communication,
outlines the history of the exchange between China and the West, especially in relation to the missionary and ac-
ademic turning points, emphasizes ideological awareness of identity to one’s cultural roots, and promotes equali-
ty and self-confidence in academic discourse.

Key Words: metafolklore; folkloristic communication; folkloristics; documenting ourselves; human’s inter-studying

The Basic Thought about the Outline of Modern Chinese Folkloristics and Its Influences LIU Tieliang
The initial brewing of the outline of modern Chinese folkloristics starts from the discussions of such issues as
the nature of folkloristics on Folklore Weekly in 1928. From translating foreign anthropology writings to inde-
pendent thought, folklortists at that time formed some deep recognition about the outline of folkloristics. After
40 years of pause, at the beginning of the restoration of folkloristics in 1980s, the writing of outline of folkloris-
tics made achievements on the basis of continuing the tradition. Outline o f Folkloristics edited by Zhong Jingwen
carries the significance of construction and standardization. Its definition of folklore as “living culture” and its
classification system of folk culture has influenced many folklorists’ research and the popular recognition of folk-
lore. This kind of influence is positive, but with the passage of time, and the great changes of social life, the ex-
isting outline of folklore has lagged behind the process of folklore studies, so the outline of folkloristics needs to
timely intake the new thoughts and new experiences formed in folklore research and studies, and makes it ad-
vance with the times.
Key Words: modern Chinese folkloristics; outline of folkloristics; Zhong Jingwen; living culture; social develop-

ment

The Field Intervention of Folklorists and the Reconstruction of Social Reality: Constructing Reality by Fieldwork
Yutaka Suga, translated by XING Guangda
Fieldwork is often considered to be a means of understanding for collecting local knowledge directly. But as a
matter of fact, fieldwork is not only just a means of information collection; it also has a collaborative feature of
reconstructing reality together with local people. It is this feature that enables us to find the advantage of be-

havoral approach of fieldwork that is not available in other research methods.
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Key Words: fieldwork; reconstruction; collaboration

Redefining Extra-Academic Japanese Folklore: Yutaka Suga’s Advocation and Practice LU Weiwei
New Extra-Academic Folklore (New Public Folklore) , the representative theory of modern Japanese folklor-
ist Yutaka Suga, returns to and redefines the Extra-Academic Japanese Folklore in its beginning period. This
theory aims to break the closed scholastic system dominated by Japanese academic folklorists, remove the barri-
ers between professional and non-professional researchers, and seek the collaboration among multiple actors,
such as academic folklorists, public sector folklorists, various social organizations and the general public. It re-
quires folklorists to attach importance to participatory daily practices which make them participants rather than
onlookers, to obtain legitimacy of cultural representation through practices while remembering the authority of
tradition bearers, to get rooted in local areas objectifying culture and lending necessary support to local people,
to view the practices and researches of self and others in a reflexive and adaptive manner, and to make it their
duty to pursue the public’s well-being instead of practicing for practice’s sake.
Key Words: New Extra-Academic Folklore; New Public Folklore; collaboration; participatory daily practice;

public’s well-being

From Housewives to Kitchen Maids: The Changes of Women’s Role in Ancestor Worship Ritual in Ancestral Hall
SHAO Fengli, XIAO Fang
Ancestor worship ritual in ancestral hall is an important ritual for traditional clan to deepen its blood identity
and maintain living order. From the startup of the gentry’s worship ritual model of Yi Li (the Book of Etiquette
and Ceremonials) in pre-Qin Dynasty to the inheritance and changing practice in Song Dynasty and Ming Dynasty
to Jia Li (Family Ritual) , women’s role in the ancestor worship ritual is marginalized from housewives in a core
position to kitchen maids for preparing the sacrifices. The historical changes of women’s sacrificial role indicate
that the seasonal holding of ancestor worship ritual in ancestral hall is the maintenance and strengthening of the
gender order and the feudal ethics in clan life.

Key Words: women; ancestor worship ritual; the role changes

Representational Patriarchy . Tradition, Female Strategy and Reproduction of Gender Inequity ZHU Yujing

In recent years, the revival of traditional gender relationship has become a hot topic in the public sphere. 1
will discuss the gender relations in church N at County L., Zhejiang Province, which reinforced the idea that the
female are attached to the male. Under current social circumstances, how does the church justify its legitimacy
upon gender discrimination, and how do the female converts, as the subject of practices, understand and assimi-
late these conservative doctrines of gender relations This paper hereby proposes the concept of representational
patriarchy, to describe the features of the current discursive formation of patriarchal ideology. There are dis-
crepancies, to some extent, between this represented ideology in discourses or images, and the social economic
structures, which enables women, on one hand, to fit into this patriarchal system constituted by family or inti-
mate relationship; on the other hand, to allow themselves to maintain their own space for individual develop-
ment. However, this short-term expedient survival strategy strengthens the operation of representational patri-
archy in the long run.

Key Words: gender; tradition; representational patriarchy; strategy

Commodification of Miao Embroidery and Reconfiguration of Gender Roles: A Case Study of Miao Ethnic Group in
Shidong Town, Guizhou Province YE Yinyin

Miao women have been increasingly participating in the commodification of Miao embroidery through produ-



