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Modern Form of Japan’s Festival Culture
— Case Study on Adaptation of New Year’s Day Culture

in Japanese Cities

SUGA Yutaka', CHEN Zhigin? (transl)
(1. Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan 113-0033;
2. College of Sociology, Shanghai University, Shanghai, China 200444)

Abstract: While the Gregorian calendar has been used as chronology in China, many traditional festivals still
continue to be celebrated on the days of Chinese lunar calendar. On the contrary, Japanese traditional festivals
have been celebrated on the days of the Gregorian calendar since the implementation of the calendar (for
example, January 1st is the New Year’s Day of Japan, but it is celebrated with the tradition of Lunar New
Year). But because of the national consciousness, population movement, media promotion, business capital
and other reasons, great changes have taken place in the so-called traditional culture of New Year’s Day. The
modern New Year’s culture is mere an abstract image formed by a collection of various cultural elements, and
does not exist with the overall appearance of the New Year’s Day culture. The ordinary Japanese choose the
cultural elements with their own preferences and enjoy the concrete and specific joy brought about by the
festivals no matter what changes have taken place in the festival culture. The dynamism and creation reflected
by the changes are just the nature and way of inheritance about festival culture in societies of modern
Japanese cities.

Key words: Japan’s Festival Culture; Construction of New Year’s Day Culture; Modern Heritage of Tradition
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