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By Michael W. Charney 

Recent analyses of the impact of the British invasion, annexation, and pacification of Upper 
Burma in the third Anglo-Burmese War and after have tended to emphasize Buddhist  

elements in the mobilization and character of indigenous resistance to the British. In doing 
so, this research connects this conflict very neatly with older work on early modern 

Southeast Asia that understands indigenous warfare through a framework influenced by 
the religious cultures prevailing in different parts of the region. This seminar focuses on a 

particular zone of Upper Burma during this conflict to discuss why evidence for the motives 
and the mode of fighting require a different approach. 

 
Michael W. Charney is Project Professor at the Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia,  

University of Tokyo and Reader in South East Asian and Imperial History at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of London. He is the author of A History of Modern 
Burma, Cambridge: CUP, (2009), Powerful Learning: Buddhist Learning and the Throne in 

Burma’s Last Dynasty, Ann Arbor, UMCSEAS (2006), and Southeast Asian Warfare,  
1300-1900, Leiden, Brill (2004). 

Date: Tuesday 16 October 2012 

Time: 15.30 h – 17.00 h 

Venue: KITLV, Room 138, Reuvensplaats 2, 2311 BE, Leiden 

If you wish to attend please register with Yayah Siegers:  

kitlv@kitlv.nl / 071-527 2295 

More seminars: www.kitlv.nl 

The Leiden Southeast Asia Seminar is a cooperation of the KITLV, IIAS, VVI , the Programme in South and 
Southeast Asian Languages and Cultures and the Department of Cultural Anthropology & Development  

Sociology, Leiden University. 
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